WHAT IS A GICLEE PRINT?

A giclée (pronounced “jee-Klay”) print is an individually produced, high-resolution, high fidelity reproduction done on a special large format printer. Giclées are produced from digital scans of existing artwork. 

Giclée is a French word meaning to spray. In this case it would be the spraying of ink.  The nozzles spray a fine stream of ink (more than four million droplets per second) onto archival art paper or canvas. A computer controls the printer, so exact calculations of hue, value and density control the nozzles. This can produce a combination of 512 chromatic changes equaling over 3 million colors. The giclées are printed with non-toxic, highly saturated, water based inks that are impervious to light, so they will not fade. At the highest apparent resolution available with today's technology, they have a higher apparent resolution than lithographs, and a color range exceeding that of serigraphy, capturing every subtlety of an original.

Giclées were originally developed as a proofing system for lithograph printing presses, but it became apparent that the presses were having a hard time delivering the quality and color of the giclee proofs. They evolved into the new darlings of the art world. They are coveted by collectors for their fidelity and quality, and desired by galleries because they don't have to be produced in huge quantities with their large layout of capital and storage.

Giclées can be printed on any number of media, from canvas to watercolor paper to transparent acetates. Giclées are superior to traditional lithography in several ways. The colors are brighter, last longer, and are so high-resolution that they are virtually continuous tone, rather than tiny dots. The range, or "gamut" of color for giclées is far beyond that of lithography, and details are crisper.

Gleedsville Art Publishers in Leesburg, Virginia (www.gleedsvilleart.com) produces the giclée prints of work done by Steve Chaconas.
